
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































302 COMMENTARY ON [3: 18, 19.

19 Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them. 20 Children,

of marriage, which places the wife’s delight and dignity in sweet
loving subjection. Of course the subjection has its limitations,
for it is bound by: “We must obey God rather than men.” (Acts
5:29.)]

Where the husband and wife are both earnest Christians seeking
to do the will of God, in whose hearts there is real mutual affec-
tion and esteem, there will be no difficulty whatever in regard
to such an admonition as this; but it will require grace to yield
loving obedience when perhaps the husband is a carnal, worldly,
and unreasonable man, and yet we need to remember that the
marriage relationship is divinely ordained, and for the Christian
woman, this relation once formed, there is no other position in
conformity with the will of God than that of godly submission to
the husband whom she herself has chosen. The present loose
ideas in regard to easy divorce and remarriage to another are
bearing fearful fruit which will increase unto more ungodliness,
until there will be duplicated the corruption and vileness of the
days before the flood and the unspeakable vileness and immorali-
ties of the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. Of all this the Lord
Jesus has warned us most solemnly. For one to seek to dissolve the
marriage relationship because of incompatibility of temperament
is to trample under foot the instructions of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Death, or what is equivalent to it, adultery of husband or wife,
is the only scriptural ground for the termination of the marriage
contract, leaving the innocent party free to remarry. (Matt.
19:9.)

19 Husbands, love your wives,—In the beginning it was
said: “Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother,
and shall cleave unto his wife : and they shall be one flesh.” (Gen.
2: 24.) Husbands must love and cherish their wives, promote
their good, happiness and welfare. The apostle says: “Even so
ought husbands also to love their own wives as their own bodies.
He that loveth his own wife loveth himself : for no man ever hated
his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as Christ
also the church. . . . Nevertheless do ye also severally love each
one his own wife even as himself; and let the wife see that she









3: 22-24.] COLOSSIANS 305

ing the Lord: 23 whatsoever ye do, work *heartily, as unto the Lord, and
not unto men; 24 knowing that from the Lord ye shall receive the recom-
pense of the inheritance: ye serve the Lord Christ. 25 For he that doeth

BGr. from the sowl.

is their aim—and therefore their work is only such as falls
within the range of human observation. Such merely external
service is utterly unworthy of Christians. For it brings him
down to the level of those whose well-being depends on the smiles
of their fellows.]

but in singleness of heart, fearing the Lord:—With the de-
sire to do right for its own sake, or rather for the sake of the
Lord Jesus as their divine Master; as against the selfish aim of
men-pleasers. The principles herelaid down as to slaves apply to
all cases where one is entitled to the service of another, whether he
be slave or hired servant; and all men who work for wages, from
the president down, are in the good sense of the term hired serv-
ants. The admonition is, when one is entitled to your service, ren-
der it heartily and faithfully, knowing that God will take account
of your faithfulness. God will hold to accountability as unworthy
the man who is not as diligent and faithful in the absence of the
employer as in his presence.

23 whatsoever ye do, work heartily, as unto the Lord,—
Render service to the earthly master earnestly, faithfully, from
the heart, as service rendered to the Lord and not unto man.

and not unto men;—The service the Christian servant ren-
ders to the earthly master must be from the heart, and with a
view to what the Lord thinks of it. [For everything should be
done for Christ, as service rendered for him, in view of the
relation to him. And the relation to the human master should
not, in this method of regarding it, be taken into account at all,
on the principle of not serving two masters.]

24 knowing that from the Lord ye shall receive the recom-
pense of the inheritance:—The Christian slave will receive of
the Lord the reward for his fidelitv in the service to the earthly
master. Paul says: “For he that was called in the Lord being a
bondservant, is the Lord’s freedman: likewise he that was called
being free, is Christ’s bondservant.” (1 Cor. 7: 22.) When
another is entitled to the service of a Christian he cannot give the














































































